
 

November 15, 2023November 15, 2023

Northwestern Lumber Association and Mid-America Lumbermens AssociationNorthwestern Lumber Association and Mid-America Lumbermens Association
are now BLD Connection. are now BLD Connection. The Level SetThe Level Set is our weekly bulletin. is our weekly bulletin.

Watch for this email every Wednesday to bring you up to speed on the latest events, education,Watch for this email every Wednesday to bring you up to speed on the latest events, education,
and time-sensitive information.and time-sensitive information.

Professional DevelopmentProfessional Development

Please register early to help BLD Connection properly plan these classes and meet deadlines
set by our meeting facilities and instructors. To ensure quality group interaction, we have
minimum attendance levels that need to be met in order to hold each class.

UpcomingUpcoming

November 16 – Rikka Brandon Webinar - The 4 Critical Steps To Get More QualifiedNovember 16 – Rikka Brandon Webinar - The 4 Critical Steps To Get More Qualified

Job Applicants and Hire With Confidence!Job Applicants and Hire With Confidence!

Join us for this FREE webinar tomorrow!Join us for this FREE webinar tomorrow!
November 27-28 – NEW Pinnacle RoundtableNovember 27-28 – NEW Pinnacle Roundtable

December 5-6 – NEW Sales Development Workshop, Kansas City, KSDecember 5-6 – NEW Sales Development Workshop, Kansas City, KS

Don't miss this new workshop in Kansas City with industry veteran, Bryan Rice!Don't miss this new workshop in Kansas City with industry veteran, Bryan Rice!
December 5-7 – Estimating 1-2-3, Roseville, MNDecember 5-7 – Estimating 1-2-3, Roseville, MN

December 11-12 – Blueprint Reading & Material Takeoff, Coralville, IADecember 11-12 – Blueprint Reading & Material Takeoff, Coralville, IA

December 13-14 – Next Gen Networking Group - WI/Upper MI Chapter, MilwaukeeDecember 13-14 – Next Gen Networking Group - WI/Upper MI Chapter, Milwaukee

WIWI

December 13-14 – NEW Sales Development Workshop, Brooklyn Park, MNDecember 13-14 – NEW Sales Development Workshop, Brooklyn Park, MN

December 14-15 – Blueprint Reading & Material Takeoff, Omaha, NEDecember 14-15 – Blueprint Reading & Material Takeoff, Omaha, NE

DecemberDecember 19 – Market Watch (Online)19 – Market Watch (Online)

January 9-11 – Estimating 1-2-3, Madison, WIJanuary 9-11 – Estimating 1-2-3, Madison, WI

VIEW THE FULL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
CALENDAR

The 4 Critical Steps To Get MoreThe 4 Critical Steps To Get More
Qualified Job Applicants and Hire WithQualified Job Applicants and Hire With
Confidence!Confidence!

November 16November 16

https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/Details/webinar-rikka-brandon-the-4-critical-steps-to-get-more-qualified-job-applicants-and-hire-with-confidence-981006?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://members.bldconnection.org/educationcalendar/Details/pinnacle-roundtable-958497?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/Details/sales-development-kansas-city-965453?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/Details/estimating-1-2-3-minnesota-949357?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/Details/blueprint-reading-material-take-off-iowa-965432?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/educationcalendar/Details/next-gen-networking-group-meeting-wisconsin-969534?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/Details/sales-development-minnesota-965474?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/educationcalendar/Details/blueprint-reading-material-take-off-nebraska-948786?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/Details/market-watch-webinar-980749?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/Details/market-watch-webinar-980749?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/educationcalendar/Details/estimating-1-2-3-wisconsin-965369?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/educationcalendar
https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/Details/webinar-rikka-brandon-the-4-critical-steps-to-get-more-qualified-job-applicants-and-hire-with-confidence-981006?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/Details/webinar-rikka-brandon-the-4-critical-steps-to-get-more-qualified-job-applicants-and-hire-with-confidence-981006?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/Details/sales-development-kansas-city-965453?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/educationcalendar
https://www.bldconnection.org/events/bizcons/
https://www.bldconnection.org/events/bizcons/
https://www.bldconnection.org/events/wiconnection-conference/
https://worksafeworksmart.com/
https://members.bldconnection.org/MIC/Login


FREE Webinar Tomorrow!FREE Webinar Tomorrow!

Our highly anticipated webinar is happening tomorrow!
This is your last chance to join Rikka Brandon as she
reveals key hiring strategies:

The simple secret to getting more qualified job
applicants for your openings.
How easy it can be to find and engage with
people that have the experience you need. 
How you can both sell your opportunity and
screen for fit during interviews - so you don’t lose
good candidates in the hiring process.
The secret strategy that leads to more accepted
job offers.

Don't miss this chance to supercharge your hiring
process and secure the best talent for your team!

Rikka Brandon is a leading
recruiting and hiring expert in the
LBM industry. You may have
seen her articles in LBM Journal,
listened to her LBM Journal
Podcast Recruit and Retain, or
heard her speak at Expo North
and the ProDealer Summit.

BLD Connection is excited to
partner with Rikka to provide
these webinars to our members.

REGISTER
TODAY!

BLD Connection has teamed up with industry
consultant, Bryan Rice for a new Sales
Development workshop. This interactive
workshop will provide the fundamental
elements all sales personnel should
understand in order to be a successful LBM
sales professional. Register your contractor
and project sales team members today!

NEW Sales DevelopmentNEW Sales Development
WorkshopWorkshop

December 5 & 6December 5 & 6
8:00 am – 12:00 pm8:00 am – 12:00 pm
Kansas City, KSKansas City, KS

Hosted by Simpson Strong-TieHosted by Simpson Strong-Tie

 
VIEW DETAILS AND

REGISTER

Estimating 1-2-3Estimating 1-2-3

December 5-7December 5-7
Roseville, MNRoseville, MN

January 9-11January 9-11
Madison, WIMadison, WI

“This has been so eye opening and has
helped me pull a lot of pieces
together! Thank you!”

Cheyenne

VIEW DETAILS AND
REGISTER

Select either Day 1 & 2, Day 2 & 3, or all
three days based on skill level. The training
covers basic blueprint reading, focusing on
identifying lines, symbols, elevations, floor
plans, framing, and sectional views.
Participants explore residential construction
while working on a basic single level home
with a trussed roof. Day 3 delves into
advanced material take-off, covering
irregular layouts, doors, windows, and
millwork.

 

Events and OutingsEvents and Outings

https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/Details/webinar-rikka-brandon-the-4-critical-steps-to-get-more-qualified-job-applicants-and-hire-with-confidence-981006?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/Details/webinar-rikka-brandon-the-4-critical-steps-to-get-more-qualified-job-applicants-and-hire-with-confidence-981006?sourceTypeId=Website
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https://www.strongtie.com/
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https://members.bldconnection.org/educationcalendar/Details/estimating-1-2-3-wisconsin-965369?sourceTypeId=Website
https://members.bldconnection.org/educationcalendar


UpcomingUpcoming

February 6-7, 2024 – BizCon North, Minneapolis, MNFebruary 6-7, 2024 – BizCon North, Minneapolis, MN

February 21-22, 2024 – BizCon South, Altoona, IAFebruary 21-22, 2024 – BizCon South, Altoona, IA

March 21, 2024 – Wisconsin Connection Conference, Baraboo, WIMarch 21, 2024 – Wisconsin Connection Conference, Baraboo, WI

VIEW THE FULL EVENTS CALENDAR

 

Meet Our Keynote Speakers!Meet Our Keynote Speakers!

February 21-22, 2024February 21-22, 2024
Altoona, IAAltoona, IA

Registration open!Registration open!

Opening Keynote Speaker, KendallOpening Keynote Speaker, Kendall
GammonGammon
Wednesday, February 21, 2024
Minding MindsetMinding Mindset

Kendall is a Kansas
native and attended
Division II Pittsburg
State University where
he was a captain for
the 1991 National
Champion
Gorillas. His authentic
storytelling will inspire
business owners and

their teams to use emotional strengths to
embrace change, build stronger
relationships, and positively impact their
own growth and success. 

Closing Keynote Speaker, GrantClosing Keynote Speaker, Grant
FarnsworthFarnsworth
Thursday, February 22, 2024
Fundamentals Impacting the BuildingFundamentals Impacting the Building
Products and Home ImprovementProducts and Home Improvement
IndustryIndustry

Grant Farnsworth is
the President of The
Farnsworth Group.
For over 20 years,
Grant has consulted
on qualitative and
quantitative
research for a
variety of
manufacturers,
retailers, and associations ranging from
Fortune 100 firms to start-ups. 

Read their full bios and keynote address details, plus all BizCon South session details HEREHERE!

REGISTRATION FOR BOOTHS, SPONSORSHIPS, AND ATTENDEES OPEN
AT BOTH BIZCONS. FIND ALL DETAILS HERE!

Invite Your Local Schools toInvite Your Local Schools to
BizCon North & BizCon SouthBizCon North & BizCon South

Help promote the industry and career opportunities by inviting your local high school or technical
school to the 2024 Biz Con’s. Instructors and students will have an opportunity to attend our
career presentation and walk the show floor to learn more about today’s building materials and
network with dealers & suppliers on the show floor.

https://www.bldconnection.org/events/bizcons/
https://www.bldconnection.org/events/bizcons/
https://www.bldconnection.org/events/wiconnection-conference/
https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar
https://www.bldconnection.org/events/bizcons/
https://www.bldconnection.org/events/bizcons/
https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/EventSessions/bizcon-south-2024-964277#:~:text=Opening General Session %26 Lunch %2D Day 1
https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/EventSessions/bizcon-south-2024-964277#:~:text=Closing General Session %26 Lunch %2D Day 2
https://members.bldconnection.org/event-calendar/EventSessions/bizcon-south-2024-964277
https://www.bldconnection.org/events/bizcons/


Click Here for a PDF invite Schools to BizCon NorthClick Here for a PDF invite Schools to BizCon North
Click Here for a PDF invite Schools to BizCon SouthClick Here for a PDF invite Schools to BizCon South

For more information, contact Connie Johnson, Director of Professional Development (763) 595-
4045; connie@bldconnection.orgconnie@bldconnection.org

 
Resource of the MonthResource of the Month

 
WorkSafeWorkSmart.com, LLCWorkSafeWorkSmart.com, LLC

WorkSafeWorkSmart.com, LLCWorkSafeWorkSmart.com, LLC productivity products –
finding innovative and effective tools to help your business
thrive in an ever-changing economy.

The Lumber Buddy™ Portable WorkstationThe Lumber Buddy™ Portable Workstation is unlike stationary systems. It goes where you are
working, ending wasted trips across the yard.

BOSS StrappingBOSS Strapping has several products that have revolutionized the strapping industry and
provide a safer, more efficient alternative than steel banding for lumber yards.

Visit worksafeworksmart.com or contact WorkSafeWorkSmart.comWorkSafeWorkSmart.com, LLC at (469) 708-9797
or info@WorkSafeWorkSmart.cominfo@WorkSafeWorkSmart.com.
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